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Stoc
over 3,000 attendees

This year’s StocExpo was the biggest yet with nearly 70 different

countries represented

he three-day conference
I and exhibition, now
in its sixth year, was

held in Antwerp and was
opened by Danny Deckers,
senior advisor MPC for the
Antwerp Port Authority.

Antwerp port is traditionally
thought of as a chemical hub
so unsurprisingly has suffered
from a drop in chemical
throughput, Deckers explained.
However the growth in oil
markets has compensated for
this and the port remains one of
the most diverse in the world.

Within the port 14 terminals
are operated by 11 companies.
It boasts the most stainless
steel tanks in the world and
is constantly evolving T nine
terminals underwent or are

undergoing a major expansion
or upgrading since 2005.
One of the key projects in
the port is now working on
is the deepening of the river
Scheldt. This project started
in February and is expected
to take 12 months, although
Deckers hopes it may be
ynished by the end of the year.
Before deepening the port
could only handle vessels
with a draught of 11.9m
T afterwards it will be able to
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accommodate up to 13.1m.
Another key focus for the
port, Deckers explained, is
the ongoing investments
into transportation links to

This year was excellent for maintaining
and extending our network

VERA VAN DINTHER, J DE JONGE

avoid future congestion.

The rest of the day featured
presentations on revamping
marine oil terminals, the
changes in international oil
product pows, security of oil
supply and many more.

One highlight came from
Klaus Dietmar Jacoby from
the European Commission,
who gave a particularly topical
presentation on Europefs
new oil stock directive.
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The current oil stock
directives 2006/67/EC (stock
obligation), 73/238/EE
(mitigation measures) and
Council decision 68/416/EE
(bilateral agreements) have
been around for 40 years,
but circumstances have
changed, so the regulations
need to adapt accordingly.

Over the last few decades oil
markets have been globalised,
ynancial markets play a larger
role and there is an increasing
risk of supply disruptions.

The new Council Directive
2009/119/EC, agreed by
ministers in June last year,
imposes an obligation on
member states to maintain
minimum stocks on of crude
oil and/or petroleum products
and has now come into force.

Member states have until
the end of 2012 to turn
the directive into national
law and its implementation
will be reviewed at the
end of December 2012.

The main elements of the
new directive are to clarify
the procedures for emergency
situations, introduce the
possibility of spot checks and
facilitate reporting measures.

This should lead to an
improved assurance for the
availability of stocks and better
crisis management, Jacoby

results are expected in May.
Although the event focuses
primarily on aboveground
storage, Freddy Tengberg,
project manager for RSG
Nordic AB, gave delegates
an insight into a unique
underground storage project
at the port of Gothenburg.
The cavern was built in
the 1970s but has been
idle for the last 25 years.
Scandinavian Tank Storage is
now refurbishing the facility
in order to unload vessels for
transit storage and load larger
vessels for devliery to reyneries
in Europe, Asia and the US.
Around 60 vessels are expected
this year, with the yrst vessels

This has been very valuable

for me and | will ensure that my company
has greater attendance next year

STUART MACLEOD, SULLAM VOE UK LTD

explained. The next step is
to work on a single reporting
tool and to study reporting
methods. The Commission is
currently working on a study
looking at the possibilities

of weekly reporting and the

scheduled to arrive tomorrow.
The overriding theme to
come from the yrst day of the
conference was that during the
economic crisis the terminal
industry has remained stable,
despite demand suppression

and additional capacity in the
form of poating storage.

The second day of the
event focused more on the
technical aspects of the
tank storage industry.

In an age of escalating
economic and environmental
considerations tank owners
are feeling the pressure,
and as such an analysis of
terminal operations and a
review of available technology
is desperately needed.

In a maze of tanks holding
various liquid fuels sometimes
trying to identify what was in
the tank before and what is
going in can leave operators
lost. Metering is nothing without
traceability to references.

The knowledge can eliminate
contamination and the expense
to rectify it, FMC Technologiesi
Oliver Joachim pointed out. A
cross over protection system
(COP) can prevent this. The
problem is worse during truck
loading where occasionally
entire loads can disappear.

A loss of 150,000 per truck
must raise some attention.

Talking to trucks is one
thing, but communicating
to tanks articulately is
another obstacle. Bunceyeld
highlighted the sectorsi strong
dependency on tank gauging
systems. Uprooting aged
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Toptech Europe has been present at
StocExpo since day one, and we always

have got excellent leads out of it

RAOUL COOTJANS

cables under the terminal
poor can burn a G2 million
hole in the wallet. The most
cost-effective choice would
be wireless tank gauging with
companies such as Rosemount
Tank Gauging providing this
option, reaching tanks further
away in a self-conygurating
mesh network. Rosemount
applied wireless tank gauging
at a 3.5 million tonne a
year reynery in Sweden,
making 25-70% cost-savings
compared to a wired solution.
A central theme on day
two was how terminals can
save money. This will be
more difycult given market
forecasts show a decline in
fuel consumption. What is the
solution? IT may be the answer.

Business will be tougher with
more competitors, so terminals
need to make themselves
more attractive with greater
transparency, data quality and
pricing, Implico notes. One
way of doing this is by joining
an international yle exchange
programme. Implico counts
Shell, BP and Total as some
of its community members.
One thing that cannot be
compromised in this industry
of explosive fuels and noxious
fumes is safety. Eight out
of 10 liquid fuel tanks are
cleaned manually. This exposes
human workforces to high
temperatures, poor visibility
and serious risk to respiration.
Non-man entry cleaning

systems are the solution to this.

)

StocExpo 2010 has worked for
Ragworm, for the first time in our history
we will be working in France for a major

oil refinery

SONIA ROSE GRIJPSTRA, MUIR
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Following meetings at
StocExpo 2010, Honeywell
Enraf has signed a contract
with the Netherlands-

based tank operator, Main
B.V, for the provision of a
comprehensive terminal
automation system at its new
greenyeld project site, which
is due for completion in April
2011. Honeywell Enraf will
become the main automation
supplier on the project, also
responsible for providing
loading, tank gauging, CCTV
and third party products,

as well as overseeing

project management

and installation.

(As part of a turnkey
project, our integrated
automation solutions
will signiycantly reduce
engineering time at the
site, lower project execution

costs and boost proytability,
while our expertise in the
automation yeld will greatly
reduce the risks associated
with the installation
process,i comments Jean
Chfar, Honeywell Enraf
account manager.

Main B.V yrst approached
Honeywell Enraf about
the project during a visit
to the Honeywell Enraf
stand at StocExpo 2009.

Chfar adds: iStocExpo
is a key date in the
industry calendar for
Honeywell Enraf and the
ynalisation of this contract
with Main B.V following
successful discussions at
StocExpo 2009 and 2010
clearly demonstrates the
signiycant value of the
event for both suppliers
and terminal operators.j

‘StocExpo is a key date in the industry calendar for Honeywell
Enraf and the finalisation of this contract with Main B.V
following successful discussions at StocExpo 2009 and 2010

clearly demonstrates the significant value of the event for
both suppliers and terminal operators’

JEAN CHFAR, HONEYWELL ENRAF ACCOUNT MANAGER

Denmark-based Oreco
recently provided its Blabo
tank cleaning system to
three reyneries in Italy. At
the Milazzo reynery after 50
days cleaning, 25% oil was
recovered and 45% solids
were separated in August
2009. In February 2010
Oreco along with Giovanni
Aprile launched a pilot
project to demonstrate its
technology at the 100,000m?
ISAB reynery. After 35 dayst
cleaning time 1,350m? of

oil were recovered, with
7% solids separated, and
3% water recovered.

The message from the
conference was clear: processes
need to be clearer in order
achieve operational excellence.
In a tough competitive market
optimising existing technology
and introducing cost-effective
and safe practices can steer the
industry in the right direction.

Next yearis event will
return to StocExpois home in
Rotterdam T 22-24 March. n
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